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I-CAN - NCPCR Launches “Child-Friendly Spaces”
Campaign Across 50 Religious Places of Nation
Child rights body National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR)
has identified 50 “religious places” including the Taj Mahal and Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
in Ayodhya, where interventions will be undertaken to ensure zero tolerance towards child
labour. I-CAN will be associated with the campaign as the national volunteering partner
with NCPCR.
The intervention shall be undertaken in a collaborative manner with the
involvement of multi-stakeholders including child welfare police officers, anti-human
trafficking unit, representatives from NGOs/CSOs and religious trusts and groups. With a
view to combat the menace of aforementioned child rights violations, the commission has
identified 50 “religious places” wherein interventions shall be undertaken in a collaborative
manner with the involvement of multi-stakeholders. Bodh Gaya, Khajuraho, Haji Ali
Dargah, Taj Mahal, Kumbh Mela, Rishikesh and Puri Jagannath Temple are some of the
other places identified by the commission.
It has been noted that the instances of child begging, child labour and children in
street situations reported at religious places, are not only exploited, but also does not reflect
a positive image of our nation. Such instances are found primarily due to non-compliance
of various child rights legislations, various factors deterring family members/guardians of
children from availing the benefits of various relevant schemes of the Union and state
governments and involvement of certain organised nexus involved in promulgating such
activities.
The commission will monitor the “preventive aspects” such as linking of deprived
and vulnerable families with various schemes of Central and state governments for
sustainable rehabilitation and curative aspects such as initiating penal action against the
perpetrators such as organised nexus using children in child begging, child labour, child
trafficking, substance use, etc. NCPCR shall leverage online digital reporting systems and
create a dashboard wherein indicators for citizens and administration shall be created to
increase reporting and rehabilitative, preventive and curative processes which shall help in
promoting competitive federalism of this movement jointly between various cities and the
administrative mechanisms of the said identified places.
I-CAN shall support the commission with its local volunteers at the identified
location. The volunteers will work with the local administration for the successful
implementation of the program. National Coordinator Jayvardhan Joshi is Coordinating
the entire campaign on behalf of I-CAN.
Ujjwal Kumar in Bodh Gaya Bihar state, Rohit Singh Chauhan in Sachi Vidisha,
Harshil Aggrawal in Khajuraho Chhatarpur, Akash Jain in Pitambara Peeth, Anshika
Gangwal in Mahakaleshwar Ujjain, Ashutosh Singla in Omkareshwar Khandwa,
Kulbhushan Yadav in Orchha Niwari of Madhya Pradesh state, Amit Deshmukh in Parli
Beed, Anjali Pandit, Ritesh Shethiya in Siddhi Vinayak, Haji Ali Mumbai in the state of
Maharashtra, Devansh Shah in Shri Nath Ji Temple Nathadwara, Amit Mishra in Govind
Dev Ji Jaipur in the state of Rajasthan, Rajnandini in Puri Jagannath Temple, lingaraj
Temple of Puri and Bhubhaneshwar Orissa, Rajan P in Meenakshi Temple Madhura,
Rameshwaram Templa Rameshwaram in the state of Tamil Nadu, Rohan Mahajan in Taj
Mahal, Fatehpur Sikhri Agra, Uttar Pradesh, Aditya Virmani in Rishikesh, Haridwar in the
state of Uttarakhand and Shipra Tripathi at location in the national capital Delhi are
extending support as volunteers for the campaign. I-CAN is committed to extend support
of its volunteer network to all the identified locations and support the commission in the
success of the Campaign.

Strengthening Poshan Abhiyaan through active
engagement of Civil Society

In 2018 Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched The POSHAN Abhiyaan with an aim to make India
malnutrition-free by 2022. The Abhiyaan is based on 4 pillars of: a) Ensuring access to quality services b) Ensuring inter-sectoral
convergence c) Leveraging technology (ICDS-CAS) d) Jan Andolan. To further strengthen the Jan Andolan component of Poshan
Abhiyaan, India CoWin Action Network (I- CAN) has reached out to NITI Aayog to work on demand –side determinants of
malnutrition and improve key health and nutrition behaviours and contribute in achieving Hon’ble PM’s vision of Kuposhan
Mukt Bharat. NITI Aayog under the Chairmanship of Vice-Chairman Dr Rajiv Kumar is guiding this consortium of CSO’s led
by
initiative with I-CAN in partnership with several major organizations like Tata Trust, Marico, Lucknow University and Alive and Thrive. The initiative
will create a cadre of volunteers and build their capacities. These volunteers will then engage with the community through Social and Behavior Change
Communication (SBCC) strategy to change behaviors around evidence based key Maternal, Infant and Young children (MIYCN) interventions for
improving health and nutrition outcomes.
Currently, a baseline survey strategy has been finalized, along with the survey tool and methodology. Taking under consideration the suggestions
and feedback form the NITI Aayog and the other stakeholders, data collection from 15 districts in UP has reached its final stages. The next steps involve
analysis of collected data and generation of the baseline report, which would be done by Dept. of Statistics, Lucknow University. To ensure coordination
with the state, a meeting between CDPOs, DPOs of the selected Districts/Blocks, and I-CAN were held under the chairmanship of Smt. Swati Singh,
Minister, Women and Child Development, Uttar Pradesh, on February 24, 2021. To get a grip on the status of the implementation of this project, a review…
contd on Page 2
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Strengthening Poshan Abhiyaan through active engagement of Civil Society
contd from Page 1…meeting was organized for all key stakeholders, under the chairmanship of Vice-Chairman, NITI Aayog, Dr
Rajiv Kumar on February 18, 2021. Following this, the NITI Aayog had requested a meeting with I-CAN and the Alive & Thrive
team on February 25, 2021, under his chairmanship, to review the training modules and materials which are to be used for the
orientation training of Block Coordinators/Mitras.
A two-day Orientation Training was organized by Alive and Thrive on 27th and 28th February 2021. On the first day of the
training covered sessions on nutrition and its importance, malnutrition and the types of malnutrition, the current status of maternal
and child nutrition in India and in UP, the importance of the first 1000 days, Introduction to Poshan Abhiyaan, ICDS, NHM, and
maternal nutrition. On the second day, following a recap of previous day’s learnings, sessions were conducted on Anaemia Mukt
Bharat, IYCF practices, Home-based Newborn Care with a focus on the care of Low Birth Weight, Immunization and Vitamin A
supplementation, Childhood diarrhea, and roles and responsibilities of the block coordinators.
The I-CAN Team is thrilled to be working on the Jan Poshan Abhiyaan with the NITI Aayog, Alive and Thrive and all other
stakeholders involved with us.

Atmanirbhar Bharat Prerak Training for
Startups and Entrepreneurs
In its seventh decade of independence, India is standing on the cusp of major change, which can be summed up in one line: Entrepreneurship in India. Known as the
startup hub of the world, multiple young and dynamic Indians are taking the path of entrepreneurship, which is not only driving them forward but the entire country as well.
Right from gaining investments from other countries, to creating job opportunities for fellow Indians, these entrepreneurs have changed the way the world looks at India.
The vision of the Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi of making India a self-reliant nation. The first mention of this came in the form of the 'Atmanirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan ' or 'Self-Reliant India Mission' during the announcement of the coronavirus pandemic related economic package on 12 May 2020. As part of the Atmanirbhar Bharat
package, numerous government decisions have taken place such as changing the definition of MSMEs. Boosting scope for private participation in numerous sectors, increasing
FDI in the Defence sector, and the vision has found support in many sectors such as the solar manufacturers sector.
While the introduction of these schemes by the government was a smart move, it was slightly tricky for entrepreneurs to pick the scheme which would be best suitable
for them. I-CAN Preraks Training has delved into this subject to create awareness in an insightful and comprehensive way about these schemes available for entrepreneurs. With
its Women’s Entrepreneurs training launched on January 9, 2020, I-CAN continues with the Training sessions for Startups and Entrepreneurs including Women Entrepreneurship
Schemes and Skills, Women Entrepreneurship Schemes, Food processing Entrepreneurship and a Training Session for Start-ups and Entrepreneurs.
The Atmanirbhar Bharat Preraks Training for Startups and Entrepreneurs held a session on
Women Entrepreneurship Schemes with Dr Sukanya Iyer, Women Entrepreneur, and Mrs. Alo Sud,
Board Member, Sharana Social Development Organisation.
Dr. Sukanya Iyer started off by explaining the different schemes available for women under the
Atmanirbhar Bharat package, including Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana, Udyogini Scheme, Cent Kalyani
Scheme and Mahila Udyam Nidhi Scheme. She also explained in detail the process of application for
these schemes and documents required for each one.
Mrs. Alo Sud talked about the challenges/hurdles that women entrepreneurs faced and how they
could overcome those challenges by committing to their passion and motivating themselves to achieve
their goals. Several women entrepreneurs have been running successful startups under the guidance of
Mrs. Alo and the Sharana Social Development Organisation. She also shared with our entrepreneurs a
few success stories of the women entrepreneurs who started their businesses under the guidance of Mrs.
Alo and her organisation.
The session ended with a small QnA session where our entrepreneurs cleared their doubts about
certain aspects of the different government schemes presented during the session. All in all, it was an
insightful session that encouraged our entrepreneurs to initiate working on their own startups.

On February 13, 2020, I-CAN organised a training session under the Atmanirbhar
Bharat Preraks Training for Women Entrepreneurs with Smt. Sonali Saripall, Founder of
SkillConnect and Associates. During the course of the session, she addressed the issues
faced by women in the workforce, and how they have emerged from those challenges to
become entrepreneurs. She shared details about Women Entrepreneurship Schemes in the
Atmanirbhar Bharat economic package that would be helpful for women to start their own
enterprise. She also talked about skills acquired by women like stitching, cooking, art, etc.
that can be channelized into creating revenue generating business models. Our
entrepreneurs felt encouraged and having interacted with an expert in entrepreneurship,
they were excited to move in a direction to realize their dreams.

The Atmanirbhar Bharat Preraks Training for Startups and Entrepreneurs held a session on
Clean Energy Startup Accelerators with Mr. Nalin Aggarwal on February 27, 2020. He is currently
the India Program Director for New Energy Nexus and heads Acceleration at Climate Collective,
which runs the largest early-stage green startup accelerator program in South Asia. The session began
with a simple understanding of the Clean energy sector and its economic growth trajectory in India.
As per several reports, India is moving forward to build 175 GW in renewable energy generation by
2022. Solar and wind energy being the most prominent sources of clean/renewable energy have gained
a strong foothold in the Indian market. He explained the benefits of Solar energy, how it would be a
game-changer in the energy business and how startups could be an integral part of this revolutionary
industry. Mr. Nalin also explained to the entrepreneurs the role of Climate Collective, a sustainable
startups accelerator. Mr. Nalin shared the details of the different start-up accelerators and encouraged
our entrepreneurs to reach out to them in case of any assistance or to join any of their programs.
Following this, Mr. Nalin went on to share with our entrepreneurs, a couple of business models that
would be suitable for different scales of startups. The entrepreneurs were inspired by this session and
appreciated Mr. Nalin for sharing his knowledge on the clean energy sector with them, giving them a
direction to think towards initiating a clean energy startup.
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Pariksha Saphalta Series Continues with the
Exams and Peer Pressure

India Co-win Action Network has been organizing the Pariksha Saphalta Series in association with the I-CAN Wellness team to give confidence to board exam
students on various aspects of presenting and preparation of exams. The webinar on ‘Exams and Peer Pressure’ on 21st February 2021 was moderated by Ms. Shwetha Batra.
The speakers for the same were Ms. Gunjan Bijlani, counselling psychologist and REBT therapist and Ms. Anuprita Nasery, academic consultant and trainer.
Ms. Gunjan Bijlani stated that nowadays exams are very synonymous to pressure. It impacts the social, mental and physical arenas whether it is exam pressure or
peer pressure. Opportunity treating adversity or challenge lies within us. Peer pressure will always accompany us.
The current online education is virtual and this virtualness is more imaginary. It gets exaggerated by the mind even more. The pressure also persists when students
don’t appear in front of him and thinks peers might be working hard. It results in more peer pressure amongst students & parents.
Ms. Anuprita Nasery stated that the kids are in the pressure even when online classes. Along with excitement, novelty, thrill, challenges of this virtual classroom
come a sense of pressure & anxiety. There are so many students who are not technologically sound to use different kinds of apps or gadgets & they might face problems in
uploading their homework or assignments. Students at the high school level don't feel very comfortable in asking their peers for help which builds peer pressure among the
students. The role of teacher and parents are very important to make them understand that learning is more important rather than the media or the environment.
Expectations and pressure generally connote negative impact, high expectations for unrealistic goals might lead to anxiety, breakdown and failure. If Peer pressure
is accelerated in the right direction, it will help boost the child’s confidence and motivate them to achieve desired goals. This can also work in the opposite direction. A child
needs to be conditioned in such a way that he is able to self-analyze their mistakes and have a critical thinking.
Further, Ms. Gunjan emphasized that, when it comes to the pressure that is exerted from seeking validation in the eyes of their parents and teachers, which they value
the most & peer judgement is secondary to them. A student needs to regulate time, manage their own pressures. Regulating emotion & tackling the negativity without any
fear will help them cope up with pressure. Parents should help children to understand their feeling, emotions and peer pressure. A little bit of stress is a good thing to perform
well but the threshold then it leads to anxiety which is counterproductive.
A student who is in self-doubt always, is already feeling inferior, self-esteem and confidence is low. One should feel confident about what they are doing and thriving
towards. Testing the boundaries, is challenging your anxiety and always perceive a positive attitude. The session was moderated by Ms. Shweta Batra from I-CAN and
conducted successfully with the insightful comments and concluded on the positive directions for the children to have self-analysis.
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I-CAN NGO Partner’s Success Stories

Yuva for Atmanirbhar Bharat Success Stories
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