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NITI Aayog, NGOs, Corporate Foundations: Battling the Second
Wave of COVID-19 together
In the wake of the second COVID-19 wave that has hit our nation, the central and state governments have been working day and night to control the inflow of
COVID-19 positive patients in hospitals and COVID-19 centers, creating awareness about the severity of the situation as well as running mass vaccination drives for the
citizens. This said, the infection numbers are so large that people have been struggling to find oxygen, medication and hospital beds for their dear ones, leading to an
overwhelming experience for the authorities, the frontline health workers as well as the patients and their families. India Co-Win Action Network (I-CAN) has stepped up
its continued efforts to help those in need; this time around, I-CAN has initiated efforts to connect COVID-19 patients and their families to verified resources for oxygen,
hospital beds and medication.
The second wave of COVID pandemic in India has unleashed an unprecedented public health crisis caused due to the large-scale spread of COVID infection in all
parts of the country. The health system, particularly in the large cities and urban areas, is overwhelmed by the incessant stream of COVID patients seeking medical assistance
and supplemental oxygen. But even greater is the need to spread the message of adherence to COVID appropriate behavior in the communities along with supporting the
ramping up of the public health infrastructure to prevent the crisis.
During the first wave of COVID-19, I-CAN had impacted more than 4,02,113 lives through its network of 3400+ NGOs. The NITI Aayog has taken note of the
noble work that has made several NGOs and CSOs stand out in these times. With that said, the NITI Aayog has called upon NGOs to work in collaboration, to help amplify
their efforts in battling the second COVID-19 wave in India through establishing Covid Care Centers (CCC), promotion of vaccination drives, relief to needy people. ICAN in collaboration with the NITI Aayog, Corporate foundations and NGOs (registered with I-CAN) has initiated a task force to combine efforts in battling the second
wave of COVID-19 together.
The taskforce has begun operating and developed a database on the list of
resources available in different areas of the country, as well as a list of needs that require
urgent help. Through our network of CSOs and volunteers, the taskforce has been able to
fulfil several needs related to COVID-19 emergencies, and encourage more people to join
our cause. In times such as these, where the healthcare system has been unable to cater to
the extensive emergencies, CSOs and voluntary organizations have always jumped on the
wagon towards helping the needy.

Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog Dr. Rajiv Kumar in conversation with the
participating CSOs on 13th May 2021.

Corporate Foundation Partners: 16

NGO Partners: 43

The Taskforce has been working in these areas:
 Food aid: To support poor and vulnerable families affected by the COVID with
food baskets/ ration kits to ensure food and nutrition security.
 Mass awareness campaign: NGOs have been working in rural and urban areas
to raise awareness of how to prevent the spread of COVID including tackling
stigma and myths surrounding vaccinations.
 Protection for COVID warriors: Support to doctors, nurses, frontline health
workers, police personnel, sanitation, and other workers with personal protective
equipment (PPE) to enable them to continue delivering services to COVID
patients has become supercritical and important.
 Oxygen concentrators and cylinders for COVID patients. Access to COVID
care and treatment centers in district headquarters and smaller towns with highflow oxygen concentrator machines and cylinders to enable them to support
COVID patients who require supplemental oxygen.
 Covid Care Centres: Support NGOs to make Covid Care Facilities

States Connected with NGOs: 14

Places Covered: 32
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I-CAN appeals its NGO partners and Corporate
Foundations to join us to fight covid-19

Knowledge Sharing Session on Do's and Don'ts of setting up
Oxygen plants by Dr. Ravi Bansal
India Co-Win Action Network organized the knowledge sharing session in association with I-CAN’s NGOs4Covid Task Force. The webinar on ‘Do's and don'ts
of building Oxygen plant’ on 21st May 2021 in the presence of Sh. Sudhir Mehta, Convenor, Pune Platform for Covid Response (PPCR), CMD, Pinnacle Industries, and
President, Maratha Chamber of Commerce Industries. The speakers for the session were Sh. Ravinder Bansal, Co-founder & ex-Chairman/CEO, Airsep, World leader in
Oxygen concentrators & Oxygen generator plants. The session was moderated by Dr. Ashwin Naik, Founder, Manah Wellness.
Mr. Bansal mentioned that various
Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA) oxygen
plants are available in the market. PSA process
is used to separate oxygen out of air, which
uses adsorption technique. The zeolite is used
as a catalyst to adsorb nitrogen from air. If the
air passes through the vessel containing zeolite
material, all the nitrogen will get adsorb and
oxygen and argon will come out as a product.
Once the adsorbent saturated with the
nitrogen, it stops making oxygen. Therefore,
the catalyst bed need to be regenerated. The
adsorption requires high pressure whereas
desorption requires low pressure. Hence, the
pressure level in that adsorbent is swinging.
In order to have a continuous process
of oxygen generation one needs at least two
vessels. One for adsorbing, while another for
regenerating. On the other side, for Vacuum
Swing adsorption, users need to have a
vacuum pump. For hospitals, reliability and
simplicity of the equipment with less number
of moving components is more important for
the ease of operation. There are valves on feed
side and product side. They operate on the
interval of every 20-30 seconds. It also
depends on the number of operational hours.
The adsorbent is the heart of the system. It is filled into the vessel. It is the fixed bed process where adsorbent should not move. Velocity of the air flow through the bed is
also crucial parameter. Adsorbent replacement is expensive.
Mr. Sudhir Mehta explained about the current scenario of the oxygen demand and supply in the India. The biggest challenge of second wave was the supply of oxygen.
In Pune, there was six fold increased demand due to large number of patients. Today, every hospital is looking to setup their own oxygen plants. In the market, today it’s not
about the economics of the plants but more about the turnaround time to supply oxygen plants. He emphasized on the importance of the onsite generation of oxygen plants
and supply chain management of the plants.
Dr. Bansal further explained about the PSA system. There are there important parts of the PSA system - Air compressor, Drying unit and Air separator. Regular
service of the filters are necessary. The operation of plants are simple, but monitoring required on the day to day basis. There is common air liquefaction process using to
separate out air into the various gaseous products. These products compressed to fill in the cylinder. The problem is the cryogenic storage. The vessels needs high insulation.
Liquid oxygen when supplied to user, and using it all the time. But, without use liquid oxygen can be evaporated. It’s like either you have to use it or lose it.
In the last part of the session Dr. Bansal focused on the main issue of the zeolite. He has given the information about valves, technology transfer, capacity of the
plants, and so on. There are many Indian companies who have capacity to generate these type of plants. It will give boost to Make in India initiative. The session was attended
by various corporate foundations and NGOs which are on board in NGO4Covid Task Force.
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I-CAN Prerak Training on Start-ups and Entrepreneurs
The 2020 decade has been anything but uneventful for the Indian startup ecosystem and we are just 15 months into it. While by March 2020, it was
clear that there will be unforeseen challenges, start-ups managed to navigate
through this in an encouraging manner, all things considered.
Today, the Indian start-up ecosystem is home to approximately 38,815
active start-ups which is inclusive of both funded and bootstrapped start-ups. As
the launch of new start-ups pushes the culture of entrepreneurship forward, one
cannot ignore the investors either — India is also home to over 5,694 active
investors.
With the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan in full swing, I-CAN has
launched its Atmanirbhar Bharat Preraks Training sessions, to create awareness
among beneficiaries for the various schemes made available by the Central
Government. In March I-CAN focused on women entrepreneurship, and in April
the focus had shifted to start-ups. I-CAN held its first Atmanirbhar Bharat
Trainings session for Start-ups and Entrepreneurs on April 3, 2021, with Mr.
Saurabh Mantri as our speaker. Mr. Saurabh is the Founder and CEO of
Loadmee, a logistics solution start-up.
Mr. Saurabh shared his experience of initiating a start-up and
developing it through market research, network building and consistency.
Loadmee is an aggregator for intra-city and inter-city transport requirements. Making the goods movement simpler, faster and economic being technology at its core, Loadmee
logistics is offering app and web based platform where all logistics needs can be fulfilled.
The second session on I-CAN Preraks Training on Start-ups and
Entrepreneurs was held on April 17, 2021. The speaker for this session was Mr.
Saurabh Mishra, CEO & Founder of Udyami Solutions. Udyami is a startup that
is enabling end-point connectivity, products and services in several villages of
India. The start-up has successfully connected people of around 8,000 end-point
connections, i.e., Udyami Mitras – digitally enabled entrepreneurs in 7 districts
of Madhya Pradesh. They aim to connect 20,000 Udyami Mitras across Madhya
Pradesh by August 2021. He also delivers workshops and trainings for several
aspects of startups, government schemes on MSMEs and academics etc.
Mr. Saurabh shared his experience of working alongside the governments
and helping beneficiaries to understand the entrepreneurship schemes,
documentation, eligibility, etc. through professional consults. He discussed how
Udyami comes into the picture where there seems to be a lack in communication
between the Government and the end user i.e., the beneficiaries. They focus on
building end point connectivity and bridging the gap between beneficiaries and
the authorities.
He went on to discuss how Udyami has connected goods, services and
networks to the villages, through which they have been able to benefit and
improve their lifestyle by generating revenue models that they can integrate into
the systems. He also shared with the entrepreneurs the business model that Udyami follows to fulfil any services requested by the villagers. Mr. Saurabh also shared a list of
services that Udyami provides to these villagers. The session concluded with a few questions from the entrepreneurs that were answered by Mr. Saurabh.

I-CAN Conversations on Healthy Mind and Healthy Body
I-CAN Conversations has initiated the ‘Doctors’ Talk Series’ to better handle the
second COVID-19 pandemic wave bringing in medical professionals who can guide and
motivate our viewers. The first session/talk was held on May 8, 2021, with Dr Ravi
Shankar as our Guest Speaker. Dr. Ravi Sankar is a senior endocrinologist at Apollo
hospital, Hyderabad. He is also a writer, blogger, orator and a fitness enthusiast.
The second wave has not only increased the infection rates in the country, but
also anger, frustration and helplessness due to lack of resources, resulting in a crumbling
of the health system. Amid all this chaos, Dr. Ravi Shankar shared his expert advice on
dealing with the problems and issues that have clouded our lives in the recent times. He
talked about how diabetes, obesity, heart conditions and hyper-tension can make one
vulnerable to getting infected with COVID-19 and could lead to complications,
hospitalization and critical conditions. To this he added that one can avoid complications
by keeping these factors under control. Another thing he mentioned was to not panic
about getting infected, as it would be more difficult to cope with the infection. He also
said that the impact of these long-term diseases is far more damaging than COVID-19
itself. The session continued with Dr. Ravi Shankar giving tips on how people can
improve their lifestyles to avoid severe health conditions, especially in these times.
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I-CAN Conversations on Women’s Health during Lockdown
I-CAN Conversations, Doctors’ Talk series conducted a session on
May 15, 2020, "Revisiting women's health during lockdown" with Dr.
Shyjus P, Laparoscopic Surgeon, ARMC IVF Fertility centre, Kannur,
Kerala. The session began with Dr Shyjus talking about the woman’s
different roles in her personal and professional life, and how during the
pandemic and several lockdowns, these roles have evolved in different
situations. Considering that the woman is most active in the household, doing
chores, taking care of the children, working from home, it is often noticed
that their health takes a backseat. In order to prevent that from happening,
women must take small steps to make sure their health is not deterred,
especially when their responsibilities have increased due to the lockdowns
restricting their family members from going out. He also talked about the
myths related to menstruation and how that can affect a woman’s health. The
session was very informative and wholesome, the I-CAN team appreciated
Dr. Shyjus for coming and talking about women health issues on one of our
I-CAN Conversations.

SAMVEDNA- A toll free tele-counselling helpline
With NCPCR and I-CAN Wellness
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR)
has launched Sensitizing Action on Mental Health Vulnerability through
Emotional Development and Necessary Acceptance (SAMVEDNA) a
toll-free tele-counselling helpline number for children affected during
COVID-19. The tele-counselling service will provide psychological firstaid and emotional support to children who are in quarantine or isolation
or at COVID care centers and also children who have COVID positive
parents or family members or who have lost their parents due to COVID19.
NCPCR with India Co-Win Action Network (I-CAN) has created
a network of trained experts, psychologists for providing psycho-social
support by this counselling facility. Counsellors have been trained and
mentored by the expert faculties of National Institute of Mental Health
and Neuro-Sciences (NIMHANS).
SAMVEDNA helpline is operating on 18001212830 (from
Monday to Saturday 10 am - 1 pm & 3 pm to 8 pm). When a child dials
this number, he/she can talk to the counsellor in a safe and protected
environment. The Counselling support is provided in Hindi, English and
various regional languages.
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Partners of I-CAN in the fight against COVID

I-CAN appeals its NGO partners and Corporate Foundations to join us to fight covid-19
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